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reached our shores. For future Afghan
arrivals, it is clear that the vetting and
interview process must be strengthened
and enforced. And, again, in talking to
the Federal officials on the ground
overseas, they would agree.

It is not too much to ask that Afghan
refugees be treated the same as all ref-
ugees when it comes to security vet-
ting. We can’t continue to allow a lack
of effective screening of Afghan evac-
uees to endanger our communities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). The senior Senator from
Maryland.

(The remarks of Mr. CARDIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 3166
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. CARDIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BRrOWN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 505 and 506; that
the Senate vote on the nominations en
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that any statements related to
the nominations be printed in the
RECORD; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nominations of Geral-
dine Richmond, of Oregon, to be Under
Secretary for Science, Department of
Energy; and M. Camille Calimlim
Touton, of Nevada, to be Commissioner
of Reclamation, en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed.

———————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, if applicable, at a
time to be determined by the majority
leader, in consultation with the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session to consider Calendar
No. 491, Jonathan Kanter, of Maryland,
to be an Assistant Attorney General;
that there be 10 minutes for debate,
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equally divided in the usual form on
the nomination; that upon the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote, without intervening ac-
tion or debate, on the nomination; that
if the nomination is confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order on the nomi-
nation; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
and that the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
CONFIRMATION OF ADRIENNE
WOJCIECHOWSKI
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am

pleased that yesterday, the Senate con-
firmed Adrienne Wojciechowski to be
the Assistant Secretary for Congres-
sional Relations at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture—USDA—a role for
which is eminently qualified. For more
than a decade, Adrienne has been an in-
dispensable staff member in the Sen-
ate, dedicated to supporting farmers,
growing our rural economies, and tack-
ling climate change and land steward-
ship challenges. Adrienne has earned
deep respect from on both sides of the
aisle.

Adrienne first joined my staff in 2007
and quickly became a key member of
my legislative team on topics ranging
from agriculture to water quality to
climate change. Adrienne was imme-
diately involved in 2008 farm bill nego-
tiations and played an integral staff
role in negotiating substantial portions
of the 2014 and 2018 farm bills.

Over the years, I could always count
on Adrienne’s persistence, attention to
detail, and sound judgement. Adrienne
brought these same gifts to her work
with USDA partners in Vermont, care-
fully building trusting relationships
that enabled my legislative work to be
informed by on-the-ground, State-level
delivery of USDA programs.

Most recently, Adrienne has served
as a professional staff member on the
Senate  Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee, managing Senators’ di-
verse spending priorities in the annual
appropriations cycle and negotiating
bipartisan final bills.

I have served on the Senate Agri-
culture Committee since I first came
to the Senate. There is an old saying
that Vermont without farms would
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still be a nice place, but it wouldn’t be
Vermont. While she is not a native
Vermonter herself, it has been a pleas-
ure to see Adrienne form such deep re-
lationships with Vermont’s agrarian
traditions, our farmers, and our land-
scape. Whether it was mnavigating
USDA bureaucracy or rebuilding a barn
after a fire, farmers and the agri-
culture community in Vermont knew
that a call to my office would get Adri-
enne on the case.

Although Senate staff work behind
the scenes and their contributions can
go unheralded, the impact of
Adrienne’s dedication, her contribu-
tions to conservation policy, farm via-
bility, and farmland protection pro-
grams can truly be seen on the land-
scape of Vermont and across the coun-
try. On behalf of all Vermonters, I
thank Adrienne Wojciechowski for her
service to the U.S. Senate and wish her
the best of luck as she joins the Biden
administration.

———

REMEMBERING NEAL SMITH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to expand on my tribute to
former Iowa Congressman Neal Smith.

As I said yesterday, he was a true
public servant, interested in doing
right by his State rather than seeking
self-aggrandizement. He was a real leg-
islator, not a would-be pundit seeking
the spotlight. These are attributes that
make him a role model, and I feel
lucky to have been mentored by him.
When I was elected, I was the only Re-
publican in the Iowa delegation. He
didn’t care that I was of a different
party. He knew we both had our polit-
ical views, but we were both there to
represent the state we love. I will never
forget his kindness in taking me under
wing.

Neal Smith is a legend in Iowa, as
evidenced by the fact that his name is
attached to several Iowa institutions,
including the Neal Smith Wildlife Ref-
uge, which he was instrumental in es-
tablishing, the Neal Smith Trail, the
Neal Smith Federal Building in Des
Moines, which I helped to name after
him with Senator Harkin, and the Neal
and Bea Smith Law Center at their
alma mater, Drake University.

His legislative legacy includes a long
stint as a senior member of the Appro-
priations Committee.

Neal Smith was instrumental in cre-
ating Lake Red Rock, Saylorville
Lake, and Lake Rathbun, which help
protect Iowans from flooding, serve as
reservoirs, and provide recreational op-
portunities for Iowans.

He also authored legislation to help
small businesses after a disaster and
legislation helping small businesses
with federal government contracts.

Perhaps his most prominent legisla-
tive accomplishment was passing legis-
lation combatting nepotism in the Fed-
eral Government.

Neal Smith served in World War II as
a bomber pilot, was shot down, and re-
ceived a Purple Heart, as well as other
medals.
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